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Upon first arriving at JASC, skeptical, idealistic,
and passionate students alike see it as merely a
short, one-month summer program that, though has
the potential to influence their views on US-Japan
relations, is nevertheless only one of the many
experiences throughout their lives. However, only a
rare few ever leave JASC having not come into
contact with inspiring peers, undergone memorable
lectures, or left with a very much altered and
fine-tuned sense of life and purpose. This year's
57th JASC was no different.

As the only American representative on the
Japanese Executive Committee, 1 have found
myself in countless number of instances where due
to language barriers, cultural misunderstandings, or
differences in philosophies, I held views and ideas
In the
ways that 1 have come to work through these

directly conflicting with those of others.

differences and learned as a result of them, it is my
belief that similarly, all of the American delegates
have learned from any arguments or disagreements
they may have had with the Japadeles this summer.
Essentially, JASC is not a happy free-floating world
of quixotic concepts, but grounded in the practical
It is for this reason that
But it is
also for this reason that these conflicts have been

yet actionable real world.
there have been conflicts this summer.

some of the most important events to have taken
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place this past summer.

There is an American saying that cautions, "You
cannot begin to understand another person (and
thus should not judge them) until you have walked
a mile in their shoes." As someone who saw the
entire planning and execution of an event where 80
American and Japanese students, as well as 9
Chinese students, traded shoes to traverse down
what often became difficult and obstacle-ridden
paths, I am most grateful for the energy, enthusiasm,
and openness of each and every one of our
participants. It is indeed heartening to see that as
much time and effort the Executive Committee
members have put into planning this event, the final
and most important concluding steps were taken
and can only be taken by the participants
Thus,

laughter, each sparkling smile I saw rays of hope

themselves. in each tear, each belt of
and promise for the future. Lectures, field-trips, and

conferences remain only events unless its

participants give them meaning. The eagerness
with which JASCers processed the large flood of
information given to them, and extracted from it
jewels of knowledge and understanding, is what
gives JASC its power. It is then the passing of this
opportunity and the continuation of this energy
from one JASC

conference its unique life-force.

to another that gives this

In conclusion, while I have certainly gained
personal convictions and a renewed sense of
purpose from this past summer's JASC, I am more
grateful for the comprehensive impact this JASC
has had on 80 other students this year and many
more in the years to come. Thank you for a

wonderfully successful JASC.
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