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September 19, 2007

Being a member of the Executive Committee for
the 59th Japan-America Student Conference was
one of the most difficult yet rewarding experi-
ences of my life. As I reflect upon the conference,
I can see how the hard work and dedication of
myself and the rest of the Executive Committee
came to life with the delegates. I watched as
forums that had only been in my mind before July
suddenly became real and meaningful events
where the conference participants learned about
the world and their places in it. Friendships grew
over our month together in Japan, and some of
them were challenged when different ideas and
perspectives clashed during discussions in round-
tables or over dinner in special topics. However,
because of those clashes and arguments, delegates
learned more about the difficulty of inter-cultural
communication and the importance of moderation
and mutual understanding.

Through business visits, dinner receptions,
panel discussions, and meetings with conference
alumni, delegates learned more about the Japan-
U.S. relationship and the many different roles that
need to be filled in order for the relationship to
remain strong. We made professional connections
that will help us enter the working world and give
us a better idea of how to achieve our goals and
ambitions. Through our presentations, we made
impacts upon each other and those who came to
see us, influencing their opinions and perceptions
of the world. These influences and connections
ensure the future of JASC, and that its legacy and

Morgan Swartz
Chairperson, American Executive Committee

59th Japan-America Student Conference

impact on the future of the relationship between
the United States and Japan will continue.

None of this could have been possible without
substantial support from the community of people
interested in the connection between our two
countries. So I would like to offer my most sin-
cere thanks to all those people and companies that
dedicated some of their time and money to the
success of this conference. They gave the dele-
gates opportunities to visit their workplaces and
learn about the different aspects and responsibili-
ties of being involved in international relations.
Many alumni took time to attend our forums and
receptions where they met the new delegates and
offered them valuable connections and resources.
Without all of this help, the Executive Committee
would not have been able to put together a confer-
ence that lives up to JASC’s tradition. Because of
their participation, JASC will continue for another
year and reach out to aspiring students who wish
to become mature, internationally-minded individu-
als who are active contributors to global society.

I could not have asked for a better 59th JASC,
and my thanks again to all the delegates and sup-
porters who worked together to make this sum-
mer so memorable.

Sincerely,

Morgan Swartz
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As one whose own first involvement in Japan-U.S.

relations was under the auspices of the Japan-
America Student Conference in 1939, I can tell you
honestly that it was one of the formative events of
my lifetime. Having stood in your shoes more than
fifty years ago, I sincerely hope that you will take
full advantage of your participation in the JASC.
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I had had little opportunity, in this post-war peri-

A-Fyyv

od, to meet and exchange views informally with
Japanese people. The Japan-America Student
Conference provided that opportunity, and from it
came many valuable new perspectives on
Japanese culture and society. It was also at that
time that my interest was awakened in Japanese

6 SHOOEBARZERZ BFRAHRSE

artistic and aesthetic traditions, and appreciation

which remains with me to this day.
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