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Joshua Evan Schlachet
Participating in the Multilateral Asia Youth

Forum was a highly valuable experience for me.
Never before have I had the opportunity to learn
from such a diverse and insightful group of stu-
dents from the nations of East-Asia. Though each
of us spoke about significantly differing topics, this
forum was a new step forward in encouraging dia-
logue at the level of individual citizens of our
respective countries. In an often delicate political
climate that is so heavily dominated by the dis-
course of governments, it was encouraging to see
our youth stepping forward to present distinctive
and unconventional voices. This program was par-
ticularly inspiring in the sense that it highlighted
the shared desires for peace, equality, mutual
understanding and responsible global involvement
that we all possess.

At points during my fellow students’ presenta-
tions, I could hardly help becoming overwhelmed
by the deep convictions for change that we all felt
and expressed despite our superficial differences
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in nationality and upbringing. Such passion for the
wellbeing of our planet and its inhabitants, regard-
less of national identity or ethnicity, clearly exists
throughout East-Asia, and will only be fueled and
encouraged by events such as this. Never before
in my life have I learned so much in five short
minutes about a topic, about another person or
about myself than I did during the Asia Youth
Forum. I believe I formed a deep connection with
each of the presenters despite the brevity of their
speeches, and such bonds of shared principles
form the basis upon which positive change is
founded.

The Asia Youth Forum was so significant
because it allowed us a platform to offer these
alternative views not only to our fellow students,
but also to political and business leaders, academ-
ics and the general public. The generous patron-
age of Princess Takamado—and especially her
inspiring and heartfelt word — underscored the
special significance of such international communi-
cation. I sincerely hope that this program can
carry on into the future and continue to expand
and incorporate new international perspectives.
Thank you so much for allowing me to participate
in such a worthwhile event.
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“Please let me go, I have to help my son!”
“Please tell the teacher Icame here---” 624EHTD 2
DT & 72BRIO T N 728 2 N ONE &
HL., 250 bxBERSE-01k, [eudw
DLEIRZ DR REOREERT E A, 8 H11H.
& BTFRIFE &S T A B3l e & RIg o R ER

BFAERESE

Rl o7z,
HOHBOHA S 1.5F T OB THIR L 72485
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CRBOZEBY DL EEDLNDL, BEIZERR L
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o T4 THIRED, BRI B0 X9 & 5%
Mo enizs” ML ritiEd 5 LT Sho
L9 RBRER I, ZORED ERICE > T [HE]
DO THLEL IO L I ENLELZ LKL,
KedH Il LT RICH BN, FhETlIE
VEEBRZ 728U T HRMEOEEDSZ O
Vo TWAILOEBRI WD THEEKLZDIF
FAZZT TRV 75, (R A R)

8HI2H HXREEYHESKM H2H

R O1003EZ i, TR T A Ay ¥ 3
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MDY 2 4 3T AEEITGETE W 72wid b,
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MaplnF—~v&) —4—

Ko IR —F—%RT
GROUP 1: Education of the Atomic Bomb:
Lessons from Hiroshima and Mr. Kyuma
(Josha Schlachet  IniEES:)
Sample Questions: What lessons should we take
from Hiroshima? How should we evaluate the
Japanese Defense Minister’s remarks that
Hiroshima “could not be helped?”

GROUP 2: Ethics of scientists in development of
atomic bomb

(Joshua Turner JITTHF—ER)

Sample Questions: Should scientists concern
themselves with the political effects of their
research?

GROUP 3: The way toward nuclear nonprolifera-



tion and disarmament

IAEETY)

Sample Questions: What do you think about
Japan’s Peace Constitution? How can the global
community encourage states like India, Israel and

(Casey Samulski

Iran not to develop nuclear weapons?

GROUP 4: Relevance of nuclear deterrence in
today’s world

(Nancy Yang =)

Sample Questions: Are nations with nuclear
weapons less likely to go to war with each other?
How does North Korea/lran’s desires for nuclear
weapons affect international security?

GROUP 5: Difference between US and Japan’s
views about atomic bomb

(Samantha Scully 4 Ké#)

Sample Questions: How have students been
taught about the atomic bomb in the US and
Japan? What are the differences between US
and Japanese textbooks about the atomic bomb?

GROUP 6: Justifications of and arguments
against dropping the atomic bombs in Japan
(Danielle Vokal _FH k)

Sample questions: What do Japanese and
Americans think about nuclear weapons today?
Do you view nuclear weapons as an offensive or
defensive weapon?

GROUP 7: Japan’s nuclear armament and the
Security Treaty between Japan and the US

(Tsz Kiu Liu ¥ KLiif)

Sample questions: What is collective defense?
Should Japan have the right to collective
defense?

GROUP 8: Controversy surrounding Article 9

(Bryan Beaudoin {#47%7)

Ao - U1 NEE) S|IE

Sample questions: What are the pros and cons of
Article 9? What are the possible effects on US-
Japan relations if Article 9 is revised?

GROUP 9: Differing stories around the atomic
bomb and current views about nuclear weapons
(Bethany Marsh  [B/IBA2HL)

Sample questions: What are the differences
between the American and Japanese stories
about Hiroshima and Nagasaki? How do
Japanese/Americans view nuclear weapons

today?

GROUP 10: The right to develop nuclear weapons
)

Sample questions: Should a nation have the right

( Ryan Urie

to dictate to other nations their nuclear weapons
policy? What can Japan do today to help control
international nuclear proliferation?

o il 3 i
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Reflection of an AEC
As many 59" JASCers know, the word “reflec-
tion” was one of the most commonly used words
Whether it referred to
just one person digesting the day’s activities and

during the Conference.

discussions, or the entire delegation expressing
their thoughts or concerns, there seemed to be a
great expectation that everyone would spend
much time “reflecting.”

As an EC, it was hard to reflect about the heavy

issues we discussed during JASC, such as comfort

Ao - U1 NEE) S|IE

women, Pearl Harbor, the atomic bombings in
Japan, and the effects of war. I often found myself
in a rapid rush keeping track of who returned
their hotel room keys, where the next meal was
going to be served, and who was in charge of
which activity. As much as I enjoyed and relished
my role in the Conference, I couldn’'t help but feel
numb a lot of time, perhaps because I was over-
whelmed by both the joy and burden of leading a
group of 56 delegates with 15 of my fellow ECs.
But one night, I finally let myself step back from
the daily activities of JASC and “reflect” without
even meaning to do so. It had been a long day at
the Hiroshima Peace Park, where local high school
and college students gave JASCers a tour of the
Park. Two JECs and I had spent the afternoon
and early evening preparing for the next day’s
Hiroshima Peace Symposium, putting together
pamphlets and finalizing the details of the pro-
gram.

Later that night, one JEC member and I headed
back to the hotel after a series of errands includ-
ing photocopying, laundry, buying bento at 7/11,
and purchasing poster boards. It was a beautiful
evening in Hiroshima. For once during the
Conference, I found the weather bearable, and the
slow walk home gave me time to mentally rest.
Only then did I finally realize, and truly acknowl-
edge, that I was in Hiroshima. My fellow ECs and
I had been planning the Hiroshima site for an
entire year, and until that night it had felt like a
mere project with dates, times, places, and
strangers. It did not feel real — even after we had
reached Hiroshima, all of the planning and prepa-
ration felt like it was for something that was yet
to happen. In reality, it was happening, and I sud-
denly realized we had arrived in Hiroshima, a city
of enormous historical, and now personal, signifi-
cance.

During our stroll back from doing errands to
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the hotel, this JEC member and I had been talking
about everything ranging from the rise of China’s
economy to the activities we participated in dur-
ing high school and college (nerdy, I know). As we
were walking along the famous river that runs
through the city by the Atomic Bomb Dome and
the Hiroshima Peace Park, it occurred to me how
unimaginable such a scene would have been 62
years ago. A Japanese college student and an
American recent graduate walking side-by-side,
comparing our lifestyles, ways of thinking, and
views of the world...who would have thought,
amidst the destruction of the atomic bombing, the
countless deaths, and unthinkable pain, that two
young people like ourselves would be talking, let
alone friends? The world witnessed some of the
ugliest events of humanity not so long ago, and it
was overwhelming to realize how far our nations
and people had come in reconciling our pasts.
Throughout the Conference, many delegates
asked, “I've heard JASC is supposed to be a life-
changing experience — how is it supposed to be
life changing?” Perhaps I am pessimistic, but I
was always skeptical of the notion that JASC
would truly change my life, or the life of anyone
else. Sure, there are a few JASCers who discover
a particular career path or a new interest in a for-
eign country during that special month.
However, most JASCers do not experience a dra-
matic fireworks-like change in their lives. That
night, though, I learned to be satisfied with the
thought that JASC does not have to change lives
to have a great impact. I am the same person I
was before I attended the Conference - my career
plans have not changed, nor has my general view
of the world. But the moment as brief as the one I
shared with this JEC member in Hiroshima will
always stand out in my mind as one of my life’s
most memorable experiences. And for me, it's
those small memories that build a life and make it

BFAERESE

worth living. Thank you for reading.
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