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Mayu: Hi, Gurpreet! What took you so long?

Gurpreet: Sorry Mayu! I was shopping. So were
you, I seel

M: Yeah, I got lots of cool stuff—a shirt, a book, a

And it was all Fair Trade!

G: Fair Trade stuff is a little too expensive for me...

towel...

FairTrade1: Did someone say Fair Trade? I know
all about that! If you buy Fair Trade goods, it
guarantees that the producer in the developing
world got a fair price for their labor.

FT2: For example, the normal market price of cof-
fee fluctuates, but the fair trade price is always
fixed, so it gives the producers security.

Slide: picture of fair trade product

G: But I don’t see why you would buy Fair Trade
products.

M: What do you mean? I want to help the develop-
ing world any way I can!

G: If you go to developing country to volunteer
and build a house with your own hands you
are really helping people. But a Fair Trade hat
looks just like any other hat except for the
Fair Trade label.
your actions when you buy Fair Trade goods.

You can’t see the results of

Why do you want to keep buying these prod-
ucts?

M: I'd like to go to another country someday, but
right now I am busy with school and my
boyfriend. Fair Trade may not be making
something with your hands, but you can make
development a part of your everyday life, like
by always buying fair trade coffee. I feel satis-
fied with my actions when I buy Fair Trade
products because I know that my money is
going to a good cause, even if I never really
see the result.

G: But we consumers need lots of goods and serv-
ices provided by non—Fair Trade companies.
Fair Trade companies are still quite rare. I
wish there was some way to find out if regular



companies are helping out the poor...

CSR1: But there is a way to see what companies
are doing for development. It's called a
Corporate Social Responsibility report. Many
corporations practice CSR which means that
they try to improve their community or socie-
ty. If you want to see the results of your
spending, you should buy products made by
companies practicing CSR.

G: Do all businesses practice CSR?

CSR2: Unfortunately, no. It does cost money, after
all.

M: But, many companies have started practicing
CSR because it gives them a good image.

G: But the company itself writes the CSR reports,
right? Aren’t the reports biased?

CSR2: Yes, they are. However, there are some
“watchdog” organizations which keep track of
companies’ actions. CSR may not be perfect,
but it’s one way we can work for social change
with our everyday habits as consumers.

G: I think it is good that a corporation or govern-
ment would want to help people in developing
countries, but that has its limitations too.

M: Everyone wants a better life, but without the
resources and will to realize that hope...
Maybe there is a way to help people help
themselves. Hmmm ... That makes me think of
microfinance.

G: Microfinance?

MCR1: Microfinance is a way to help the poor help
themselves. Most of the world’s poor don’t
have access to basic financial services like sav-
ings, loan and insurance. So, they can’t prepare
for the future, buy the things to start a busi-
ness, etc. Most loans are less than 250 USD.

G: But governments and NGOs already spend bil-
lions in aid. I don’t see why the poor need
more money in the form of loans.

MCR2: Traditional aid is very important, but in

DREEE RAE

many cases years of aid have not alleviated
poverty. The poor may become dependent on
aid. By accessing microfinance one becomes
an active part of the economy in a sustainable
way. It empowers people to make change for
themselves.

G: But it takes more than a loan to make a busi-
ness! The transition from poverty to active
involvement in the economy must be a tricky
thing.

MCR1: That’s true.
lending institutions also provide free trainings

Luckily many microfinance

on how to use their services, start a business,

use computers, etc. In some cases loan officers

visit their clients every week to make sure

they are doing well. Good microfinance isn’t
just about money, it’s about people.

M: Wow, cooll Then microfinance would make peo-
ple much more independent and empowered.

G: That's right! There are many ways to empow-
er ourselves and others!

M: We can involve ourselves in development in a
way that fits our lifestyle.

G: Yeah! Let’s sit down and drink some Fair
Trade coffee!
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Pacifism and Belligerence: Examining the different perspective on the use of force
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Andrew Ruffin:

“The Future of the Japan-America Security Alliance”
James Piller:

“The Rise of Asymmetric Conflicts and the Usefulness
of War”

Jessica Lee:

“Current Generation's Views on ‘Japaneseness’
and Rising Sense of Nationalism”

Josha Schlachet:

“Victims of History: Individuality, Narrative and
the Future of Pacifism in the Japan-America
Partnership”

Joshua Turner:

“A Former United States Marine’'s Perspective on:
Violence, et al.”

ZIUSEK:

“Comparative Analysis of Humanitarian Intervention
Towards Ethnic Conflicts”

LB R &

“Japan’s Security Framework for the 21t century
~Missile Defense, Non proliferation Regime of
WMD, Nuclear Armaments~"

A HEDF:

“Peace within our Ninth Article”

SR

“The Peace Test”

HEDEF

“City of Peace, Hiroshima, and the Thought
Towards Creating Peace”
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tation, RT Goals, and RT Final Project
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RT#4-5@Akita: Memory of War and the
Domestic Issues Regarding Peace and Security
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towards Peace
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Zr7L4rFnrasz b
[FEHMICHTH10ADEER] (k) :
Andrew Ruffin: “My realistic vision of peace can
be achieved when we are willing to intervene in
conflict zones despite a lack of national interest.”
Jessica Lee: “Peace is very difficult to achieve
because it goes against our basic instincts and
human nature...Yet peace is not impossible to
achieve. In fact, peace is everywhere...at home, at
work and inside us.”

James Piller: “War is a failure to negotiate with
your adversary, and a failure to understand them.
War should always be the last rational option.”
Joshua Schlachet: “The cycle of war and peace is
not a natural one. Each new conflict is the product
of human decisions in a time of tension. Thus
because we always have the capacity to make bet-
ter choices, war is never inevitable”

Joshua Turner: “Under current conditions peace
would be merely the lack of conflict. When that is
achieved it would be reasonable and expected that
our definition of peace would change and evolve.”
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to prevention is the key to peace, and that is

“As Coffie Anan stated, from reaction

where each individuals can act as an actor for
peace...On the process of building a relationship
or environment that prevents conflicts/wars from
happening is possible. ”

LERE

within the multinational framework based on the

“Working and acting for world peace

effectiveness of legal, moral and military approach-
es as a member of the international society, even if
it includes the use of force, is the fulfillment of
pacifism and will mean to be ranked in an honor-
able status in the world.”

AHEMF :

only Japan and America but the world needs to

“In order to construct peace, not

realize and understand that ‘violence' for peace
does not and cannot coexist.”
SERTE

achieve peace, we have to recognize that there are

“We live in an unequal world. To

rich people and poor people and that it is impor-
tant for the rich to help the poor achieve their
peace, too.”
BEDFF

live without feeling that they are in danger of

“I think that peace is when people can

death. Everyone in the world is a peace-builder.”

RS
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- KEfIZIN#E Jessica Lee
Being a part of PBRT was an amazing experience.

DREEE RAE

It had the right combination of rigorous debate
and building mutual understanding between the
American and Japanese delegates. We discussed
many tough issues but felt comfortable enough to
be forthcoming and to speak our minds. I learned
a lot from my fellow delegates and wish we had
another month to continue our discussions
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