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The masters of this reception and wonderful
audience thank you very much.

My name is Yasumune Kano, a part of Japanese
delegation. I am honored to make a speech on my
experience at the final reception of the 59th Japan-
America Student Conference.

The most precious thing I got during JASC is
friendships and deepest understanding with every-
one I met, especially the members of the national-
ism round table. I had precious time with all ECs
and delegates. I wouldn’'t have met all of you if I
were not in JASC but now every one of you is
ever-lasting friend. It is impossible to speak every-
thing in a few minutes so let me talk about this
matter at the end of my speech.

In JASC, I learned a special subject “relation-

ships”. I was surprised and stressed to realize so

BFAERESE

many differences. One of the most important
things in JASC is to get along with different people
because more than 70 students are living together
for a whole month. Some of us may have strug-
gled with a few friends. As it is JASC, however, we
cannot ignore troubles. There is no way to escape.
There may be more stress when we talk about
politics or sentimental issues. My round table was
nationalism and we often had intense discussions.
To others, I may have just been the image of
“Japanese conservative”. In fact, I used to be bur-
densome for liberal teachers in high school days,
To be honest
again, I was feeling guilty 10 days ago in Akita for

especially in Japanese history class.

causing conflicts. In the following site Hiroshima, I
found myself sarcastically saying “fortunately”

when there was nothing intense. I felt shameful
right after that. JASC is where students exchange
their opinions without hesitation or political respon-
sibility. If I were a politician or a government
employee called “bureaucrat”, I would. But we
are students and don’t have to worry about such
things. We just have to be honest and avoid misun-
derstanding. I became confident about it in Kyoto,
where I finally felt what is called mutual under-
standing. Today's final presentation was a part of
the very agreement we achieved after the intense
I know that

many people worried about our intensity but we

discussions called “peace building”.

finally made it. Then, I stopped feeling my round
table was tough and started to feel at home there.
At the same time, I gave up seeking for my JASC-
love. It was the first time ever to feel at home
where I once felt like getting away from. Besides,
it is rewarding to explain culture and history of
our country in a foreign language. I vividly remem-
ber how hard it was to explain Japanese original
concepts like “every dead is a Buddha” or “impe-
rial family state” in English. However, when I fin-

ished them with help of perfect bilingual friends, it



was moving. So, Hiro, Shinji and Rui, thank you
very much. I was not fluent in English but I felt like
I have something to contribute to the round table.
At the same time, I promised that as long as I'm on
the table, I will never let any Ame-dele to say “mis-
terious” about Japan. Of course, it is also a good
chance to clarify what we take for granted.

Yesterday, during the preparation for today’s
final forum, I suddenly got absent-minded behind
Nancy, great organizer of today’s presentation. I
was not sleepy or apathetic but was coming up with
the following for the last paragraph of this speech.

I am not confident whether we can really con-
tribute to the peace of the world. I cannot say I
have understood everything of the United States of
America. However, I have no doubt that we 72
JASCers have established deepest understanding
with one another. We have JASC identity and cul-
ture in common. We are global citizens working for
pacifism and development as micro media. Even
though we may have different nationalism, we have
this JASCism in common by sharing the same
experience and memory of this summer. Our great
alumni Mr. Kiichi Miyazawa and Eleanor Hadley,
who passed away this year, have accomplished the
supreme goal of JASC and this is the mutual under-
standing that society and the history are expecting
us to practice again.

Lastly, it took me a whole month to say this in
front of all JASCers. It is my genuine pleasure to
meet every one of you. I'm proud of all of you. My
JASC-love is JASC.
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