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Group 7: Conservationists and the Indigenous Community

(BAHAE)
Group 8: E-waste (& E )
Group 9: Natural Disasters (MAFF)
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7 AV LT EE  Aya Nakanishi
Coordinating the week-long session in
Missoula was the most challenging, yet also
satisfying responsibility that I had as an EC.
When I chose to manage the “rural site,” I had
done so enthusiastically, wanting to recreate
the wonderful memories of the likewise rustic
Akita of JASC 59. Although I'd known that
coordinating such a rural area would be difficult,
I was unprepared for the confrontation with
such a bleak reality; Missoula site had the
lowest budget allowance and was without any
established connections or alumni network to give
us a direction. I remember the other ECs would
joke about the Missoula predicament, holding the
site to a different, lower standard than the three
city-sites. Instead of feeling helpless, however,
the lack of resources motivated me to work harder



to produce the best site possible, where delegates
and the local community alike would learn from
each other.

What is the best way to engage the community
of Missoula? How can we interact with the
local people? What is there that JASC can only
do in a small town like Missoula? How can we
make an impact? With the help of the other site
coordinators, we worked hard to incorporate
Missoula-specific issues and to really connect
JASC to the local people. I am pleased to say that
the delegates went above our expectations in
building relationships with community members
and actively participating in local events.

My personal project for the Missoula site
was coordinating the Environmental Forum
as the culminating event for the Missoula site.
Although this project took months of planning
and confirming of details, it is also my proudest
accomplishment as site coordinator. Seeing
community leaders congregate at the Missoula
Children’s Theater and engage in discussion with
the delegates, I felt that JASC was fulfilling its
purpose and living up to the mission statement.
I would like to thank all of the group discussion
leaders (Reina, Masato N., Yoshi, Tomomi, Oyuri,
Jinha, Koji, Chihiro, Hideya) for their patience,
diligence and for stepping up as true leaders at
the forum; special thanks to Yoshi, who worked
double-duty as a group leader and panelist.
Lastly, thanks to my fellow site-coordinators.

7 A Y #FESTEE Hidemi Tanaka

It was the first time ever for JASC to visit the
Garden City of Missoula. This fact worried us
site coordinators. What events are we to plan?
What is in Missoula? Where is Missoula? Such
questions relayed as we struggled with ideas.
However, such concerns quickly evaporated as we
gradually discovered the countless possibilities

SFE0MRAZFEREME HIE

the Big Sky Country had to offer. Yes, the first
JASC in Missoula signified a new difficult
challenge, but it also implied that it was a rare
privilege and an opportunity for our genuine
creativity. When JASC visits Missoula again, and
I am sure it will, I sincerely hope our precedent
will spark fresh inspirations and creative ideas
for the future Missoula site coordinators.

In Missoula, all activities and programs
revolved around three major themes: academic
discourse, environment, and community
engagement. We wanted to offer events with a
rich and balanced blend of these three themes.
Not only did these themes make Missoula site
successful, it made the site significant. That
is, significant to both the delegation and to the
people of Missoula. And it is for this very reason,
I am proud of our achievements in Missoula.

Being a rural site, many events were modeled
after the 59th JASC’s Akita experience. Like
Akita, we had a local festival, host family
program, roundtable sessions, and a major forum.
This year, however, we decided to focus heavily
on community engagement to leave a larger and
definite impact to both the local community and
the delegation. The Host Family Program, the
Free Cycles Bike Building Project, the War &
Peace Forum, and the Environmental Forum were
all specifically designed to impact and engage
the local members.

Our host family experience at the 59th JASC
was highly memorable, but it slightly bothered
us that we were always receiving things and
thanking them. To return their favor, we have
invited all host families to join us at our public
events including the Bike Building Project, the
War & Peace Forum, and the Environmental
Forum. We have also planned the Undoukai,
a Japanese style sports day event (which was
unfortunately canceled due to rain). This sports
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day event aimed to bring the delegation and the
host families together through Japanese cultural
sports and games, and it surely would have
been a unique experience that only JASC could
offer. We also collaborated with the Jeannette
Rankin Peace Center for a candlelight walk to
commemorate the August 9th Nagasaki bombing.
The Peace Center members were delighted with
the record turnout, and we felt positively about
contributing to the community building.

Our week in Missoula certainly had a heavy
emphasis on the environment, but we wanted
to do more than merely discuss and learn
about environmental issues. The Bike Building
Project was significant for two main reasons.
First, we directly contributed to sustainable
transportation by building over 30 bikes from
recycled bicycle parts. Second, we interacted with
the local volunteers and built friendships. The
War&Peace Forum gathered local peace activists,
war veterans, active servicemembers, military
historians, host families, and JASC delegates
under one roof, and was undoubtedly bound to
produce sensitive and uncomfortable discussions.
Yet, we proceeded because we strongly believed
in the bold impact it would make. We hoped this
to become a life-changing experience, whether
that meant reinforcing one’s own opinion,
synthesizing one’s own with another opinion, or
being enlightened to new perspectives.

The Environmental Forum embodied all three
themes, as it was academic, environmental, and
community engaging. Local environment experts
and host families attended the group and panel

BHAERFREE

discussions. As site coordinators, it was highly
rewarding for us to observe people from various
backgrounds actively engaged in constructive
dialogue.

Lastly, On behalf of the 60th Japan-America
Student Conference, I would like to express my
deepest appreciation to all the individuals, host
families, and organizations that generously
supported our programs at Missoula. I would
like to especially acknowledge and thank Terry
Weidner and Christopher Marlow at the Maureen
and Mike Mansfield Center, for the success of
this site would not have been possible without
their guidance, resource, and support.

It has been my greatest pleasure and honor to
collaborate with my fellow site co-coordinators:
Aya Nakanishi, Kyoko Watanabe, and Ryusuke
Hirota. I would also like to thank Ashley Neeley
Lam, Marie Kanke, and Hiroyuki Miyake for the
advices and inspirations they have provided.

Thank you.
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When I first came, I didn’t know what to expect
from JASC. When people asked what I was going
to do over the summer and why, I had trouble
explaining because I knew so little about the
conference. Now, when I return home, I think I’ll
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have the same problem all over again. How can
I explain what I did at JASC when so much has
happened and so much has changed?

Throughout JASC, we’ve all been discussing
what our purpose is in coming here. I think we feel
a heavy responsibility in part because we were
chosen to come here, which we know is an honor
and a privilege and in part because we cannot
help but feel the importance of JASC. After a
month-long conference, after traveling across the
continent, after meeting so many distinguished
people, after studying so hard, we want to be able
to say that we took this opportunity and made
absolutely the most we could make out of it.

I know we all want to change the world, and we
should. The world needs changing. But when I
look out and see all of your faces, I have no doubt
that I am looking at the politicians, diplomats,
CEOs, journalists, and teachers who will change
the world. At the same time, I’m looking at 63
people who make me laugh, make me think, and
inspire me. Maybe the real purpose of JASC was
bringing us together.

Throughout these four weeks we’ve spent
together, I’ve changed and I’ ve seen you all
change. Our first business formal occasion at the
Portland consulate general was the first time I'd
ever worn a suit! At first we were all so nervous
about mingling with the guests. I remember that
it took five of us in a group to get up the courage
to approach the first guest. Seeing how natural
everyone was speaking to our guests at Boston
site reminded me of how far we’ve all come.
Today’s final forum presentations are also proof
of our intellectual growth.

I know that in a few days JASCers will scatter
around the globe again, some of us returning to
our colleges, some of us studying abroad, some of
us entering the working world. Even for the few
of us who become ECs, this experience can never
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again be repeated; the 60th JASC was our JASC,
our chance to grow and change and come to know
each other.

Still, T know that the 60th JASC doesn’t end
here. I’ ve already heard people planning reunions
in Tokyo and visits all over the globe, and
thanks to the internet even those of us who live
on opposite sides of the earth can talk to each
other. After being one another’s roommates,
colleagues, friends, and, in a strange way, family
for four weeks, I know that something as simple
as distance won’ t weaken our bonds.

In sixty years, I want to see you all again,
standing under the arch at Reed College,
celebrating the 120th JASC. The world will
change and JASC will change, but still I imagine
us all there with our canes and our hearing aids,
celebrating sixty more years of JASC and sixty
years of friendship.
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