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The Memory of Tragedy roundtable was a
rare opportunity for me and for all of us, I think:
a month of discussion where Japanese and

DHRTEE HAE

American students could come together to talk

about the uglier parts of our shared history. The
atmosphere was always respectful but sometimes
challenging, when we struggled with our own
personal and cultural preconceptions to try to
reach mutual understanding. Our constructed
memories of history have deep impact on the way
our societies work today, and learning about and
deconstructing the way we think about World
War II in Japan and the United States was a
valuable experience that quite literally changed
the way I think about the world.
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Minority Issues: From Social Discrimination to Social
Contribution

Those not belonging to the majority often find
themselves separated and marginalized from
the rest of their community. Encounters with
discrimination, stereotyping and pressures to
assimilate occur on a daily basis --but what does
it mean to be a minority?

The Minority Issues Roundtable investigated
the life of ethnic minorities living in the U.S. and
Japan and the roles they play in contemporary
society. Minority groups were compared through
an analysis of each culture’s interaction with
the community at large, examining the burdens
encountered by minorities and identifying the
ways they are influencing the majority culture.

Goals: In this pamphlet, we examine the
situation of indigenous groups, immigrant
populations and inter-minority concerns. Through
an analysis of the current situation regarding
institutional, societal, individual and internal
issues, the Roundtable attempts to rectify social
injustices and suggest future plans of action.

IHEE HR4E

Institutional Issues

Any form of discrimination maintained by
governmental organizations is classified as
institutional discrimination. These concerns
include complications in acquiring citizenship,
inadequate health care, and public education.
There is a constant struggle between assimilation
and maintaining one’s original language and
culture.
Societal Issues

Societal issues are forms of discrimination that
are socially controlled rather than institution-
alized by the government. Stereotypes and social
prejudices are included in this section.
Individual Issues

Individual issues often derive from societal
issues such as negative stereotypes. This can lead
to bullying or avoiding members of the immigrant
groups. Moreover, simple cultural differences can
lead to cultural conflicts.
Internal Conflicts

Minority groups encounter difficulties not
only from their own surroundings, but also face
internal hardships coming to terms with their own
situation in society. Some suffer from inferiority
complex, thus feeling inferior to the majority.
They can also develop an identity crisis, where
one lacks a concrete identity as a citizen or does
not feel he or she belongs anywhere.

Indigenous peoples
Indigenous peoples are defined as an ethnic
group that resided on the land before the settlers

arrived.

Issues and Analysis

Land disputes: Settlers had acquired lands
previously owned by the natives by force, unfair
treaties, or simple annexations.
Ex.) The Treaty of Echota
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Compensation: A monetary payment made by

the government for the wrongful actions against
the natives in the past.
Ex.) Lands of Ainu were taken away by the
Japanese settlers and Ainu people demanded its
return. In 2002, there was a court case where the
Ainu asked the Japanese government for 12.3
million dollars in compensation.

Ethnocide: Refers to the destruction of a
culture of a people. Natives tend to be the victim
of ethnocide by the settlers by means of forced
assimilation.

How to tackle the issues

Solution to land dispute does not equal giving
back all the land; current owners will not feel
obligated to give up their land just because it once
belonged to the natives.
Compromise: Government to make reparation
payments to natives.

Education is one of the most important factors
that the government should consider.
1. Raising the rate of higher education attainment;
indigenous populations tend to have the lowest
rates.
Further action -> Provide resource centers
for indigenous peoples, to provide moral and
emotional support.
2. Governments Should educate the majority
on indigenous history and culture to fight
discrimination caused by ignorance
Further action -> set an annual holiday to
commemorate the history of the indigenous
peoples. During this holiday, citizens should
engage in activities to increase awareness about
indigenous peoples.
Ex.) Native American Heritage month

Inter-minority conflict
Race relations are often seen as a “Black and

BHAEREFREE

White issue,” but in reality it is a concern that
involves all racial groups. Furthermore, minorities
can act as both perpetrators and victims of
racial discrimination; race relations reinforce
stereotypes and create tension.
Minority hierarchy

Historically, White Europeans have occupied
the top of the social hierarchy; however, there
seems to be some mobility among the minority
groups. For this reason, minorities end up
competing against one another and conflict arises
for higher societal positions.
Model minority

Definition: Refers to a minority ethnic, racial, or
religious group whose members achieve a higher
degree of success than the population average.
It is most commonly used to label one ethnic
minority higher achieving than another ethnic
minority. This success is typically measured in
income, education, and related factors such as
low crime rate and high family stability.
Coexistence

Minority groups have a tendency to build
exclusive communities to protect themselves
and maintain their culture. However, this self-
isolation makes them less accessible and more
distant from other communities. More interaction
within minority groups would lead to greater
cooperation to overcome racial segregation.
Coalitions such as Pan-Asian groups and
minority focus groups would help educate The
Media should also minimize racial biases and

instead focus on cross-racial issues.

Immigrant Groups
In our research, we have included the Zainichi-
Koreans and African Americans as immigrant

groups.

* Example of Zainichi Koreans (Resident Koreans



in Japan) facing “Institutional Issues.”
Zainichi Koreans, as of August 19 2008, does not
have the right to vote in neither Japan nor Korea.

* Example of African Americans facing “Societal
Issues.”

When African Americans apply for work, there
still remains the chance of being rejected because
of race. These types of issues may subsequently
lead to gathering only within their own group in
schools, work places, or neighborhoods.

* Example of Nikkei-Brazilians facing “Individual
Issues.”

Deriving from socially created stereotypes,
Nikkei-Brazilian children at school are sometimes
bullied due to the difference in culture, attitude,
and skin color.

* Example of Nikkeijins facing “Internal
Conflicts.”

Nikkeijins may suffer from identity crisis because
they do not feel the same way as full-Japanese
people, nor are they fully integrated into the
migrated nation, unlike the United States.

Suggestions & Solutions

* Assure certain social services to immigrants
without host country’s citizenship.

* Provide stable employment and working
conditions for immigrant labor.

* Promote positive minority engagement and
integration in local communities.

Suggestions & Solutions

Summary of solutions for minority issues in
general.

Legislative solutions

* Promotion of independence and self-sustenance
of minority peoples, such as Native Americans.

IHEE HR4E

* Recognition and protection by legislature (top
to bottom) in host country in order to treat people
equally with full rights.

* Financial compensation and reconsideration of
the subsidy system for indigenous people.

* Non-segregated communities based on race or
ethnic groups. More inclusive city planning.

Societal solutions

* Cultural exchange (JASC) / Inter-racial marriage
could encourage acceptance and tolerance
towards a different people.

* Alliances between minority groups based on
similar problems. (utility based coalition)

* Utilize the media to counter negative stereotypes
rather than perpetuate negativity.

* Create a collective memory in public space so
that people will not forget the past injustices
suffered by minority groups.

Educational solutions

* More supportive language education programs
with the aim to promote independence rather than
assimilation. For example, Japanese as Second
Language (JSL).

* Ethnic Schools should not be too segregated.
Official Recognition and subsidies may help

* Teaching the significance of diversity and the
injustice of discrimination in education may make
a difference.
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