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The 61st Japan-America Student Conference
began in the same way the Conference has in each
year previously with the gathering of bright, young
faces and a determination to conquer a number of
monumental tasks over the coming month. That is,
perhaps, where the specific similarities between the
61st Conference and previous ones end. Each year’
s conference is perfectly unique, and ours was no
exception; on a personal level, I found there to be
countless differences between the 60th Conference
in America and the 61st in Japan. However, it was in
combining this ardent dynamism with the knowledge
of our deep-rooted traditions that we were able to
produce a significant experience for our participants.

The Japan-America Student Conference looks very
different now in 2009 than it did in previous decades.
The topical issues have shifted entirely, and despite
the bilateral nature of our Conference, the global
community is more and more worthy of our concern.
This year's theme was “Toward Global Awareness:
Everyday Impact through Interactive Empowerment.”
Part of this theme's message was that neither Japan
nor the United States can afford to think inwardly
anymore. Even in our relationship with one another,
we must begin to collaborate more on solving
international problems rather than focusing only on
our own. The 61st Conference's participants came
to the table this year with the privilege of coming
from two of the world's premier powers. They did
not take that privilege for granted, however, and
committed themselves to working hard as students
on the international and community level. It is in that
interest that JASCers renew their efforts every year
in the hopes of attaining heightened understanding
between two peoples.

We were honored to be at Aoyama Gakuin
University for our 75th Anniversary event. Our day
there was a resounding success for our Conference,
and there were many alumni, friends and supporters
in attendance. Having seen the photo of the first JASC
delegation countless times, taking our anniversary
photo there was a surreal and evocative experience.
The 61st delegates, having only just begun their
experience, were still unsure about what would be in
store for them over the next month. Now, as we look

Colin Moreshead
Chairperson, American Executive Committee
61st Japan-America Student Conference

back on our Conference, we reminisce on the three-
quarters of a century that have passed and what the
next three-quarters may bring.

During our stays in Tokyo, Hakodate, Nagano and
Kyoto, we were met with overwhelming hospitality
that could not possibly have been expected. Through
all the time spent in roundtable discussion, traveling,
and researching our various topics, the underlying
factor that tied our Conference together was indeed
the interaction we enjoyed with the Japanese people
we met wherever we went. In particular, our stay in
Nagano Prefecture's Obuse town stands out as a
growing and empowering experience for our delegates.
The town opened itself to us in such a way that we
were able to meet and speak to people from all walks
of life and see the inner workings of a community not
so often seen by foreign visitors in Japan. Even for
many of our Japanese delegates, it was a completely
new setting with many surprises. As our theme was
so focused on the relationship between community
and the world, we took our few days in Obuse as a
valuable opportunity to hear another perspective on
world issues.

This year's Conference was a fantastic amalgam
of urban and rural, new and old, local and global.
Our scope was broad and our ambitions great,
but after all, 72 people walked away from the 61st
Conference with new understanding and the means
to work together to solve modern problems. It is a
testament to our program that both the Japanese and
American sides received a considerably high number
of applications this year. I am confident that next
year will continue the tradition in much the same way;
thanks to the continued support of our many friends
and alumni, the future of the Japan-America Student
Conference is bright. I would like to thank all of our
supporters who continually make the Japan-America
Student Conference possible. For those in both Japan
and the United States, without the enthusiasm and
kindness of such people, we would be unable to enjoy
many of amenities that contribute to the success of
the Conference. For this, I would like to extend thanks
to everyone involved, on behalf of the 61st delegation
and executive committee. Thank you very much!
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Welcoming Remarks

I would like to extend my sincere congratula-
tions on the holding of the 61st Japan-America
Student Conference.

Over the 75 years since its beginning in 1934, the
Japan-America Student Conference has been
continuously engaged in activities through
planning and execution by Japanese and
American students. I am very pleased that
the Japan-America Student Conference has
contributed so significantly to the promotion of
mutual understanding and friendship between
Japan and the United States.

Japan and the United States enjoy a
relationship in which we coordinate across a
wide range of fields including security as well as
politics and economics among other areas, with
the common fundamental values of freedom,
democracy, and respect for human rights serving
In addition, within the

ongoing context of uncertainty in the East Asian

as the foundation.

region, the Japan-US alliance plays a vital role in
the stability and development of not only Japan
but also the entire Asia-Pacific region.

In February this year I visited the United
States for a summit meeting as the first Prime
Minister to visit the White House after President
Obama took office. Our discussions covered a
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broad spectrum of areas including the North
Korean issue, climate change, and nuclear non-
proliferation, and we agreed to reinforce the
Japan-US alliance even further. I would like to
emphasize in particular that Japan and the United
States are in agreement to work hand in hand
in our efforts to bring about global peace and
prosperity. Examples of this include cooperation
between Japan and the United States in extending
assistance to Afghanistan and Pakistan and also
in efforts to counter terrorism.

As the theme for this year's Japan-America
Student Conference, “Toward Global Awareness:
Everyday Impact Through Interactive Empowerment”
indicates, Japan and the United States must
deepen its dialogues at every level and engage
in even closer cooperation in order to resolve
the global issues now facing the world. I hope
that through this Japan-America Student
Conference you who will play a major role in
shaping the future will actively discuss the roles
that Japan and the United States should play
within the international community as well as
policies and measures that will lead to a bright
future. I very much look forward to numerous
meaningful recommendations emerging from your
discussions.

Taro Aso
Prime Minister of Japan
July 29, 2009
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As one whose own first involvement in Japan-

U.S. relations was under the auspices of the
Japan-America Student Conference in 1939, I can
tell you honestly that it was one of the formative
events of my lifetime. Having stood in your shoes
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more than fifty years ago, I sincerely hope that
you will take full advantage of your participation
in the JASC.
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I had had little opportunity, in this post-war
period, to meet and exchange views informally
with Japanese people. The Japan-America
Student Conference provided that opportunity,
and from it came many valuable new perspectives
on Japanese culture and society. It was also
at that time that my interest was awakened in
Japanese artistic and aesthetic traditions, and
appreciation which remains with me to this day.
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