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Educating a Global Citizenry: What is an ideal education for a globalizing society?
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Round Table Description

In America and Japan, we often discuss
education in terms of the nation--how are our

BHAERFREE

children performing compared to those of other

nations? How can we educate children to become
productive citizens of our nation? Indeed,
education has always been considered one of the
most powerful means of changing society and
forming national identity; the Greek philosopher
Diogenes said, “The foundation of every state
isthe education of its youth.” But in today's
rapidly globalizing world, are our old ways of
thinking about education sufficient? If not, what
form should a “global education” take? Our
roundtable will examine current issues in global
education and identify potential improvements
in our educational systems, focusing on
both domestic and international issues and
comparisons between the American and Japanese
systems. Some of the specific issues we will
address in our discussions include the conflict
between internationalism and nationalism,
foreign languages, multiculturalism, global
levels of education and literacy, and barriers to



education.
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Wrenn Yennie: Reflecting the Education Round
Table

The Education roundtable discussed myriad

topics concerning global education over the course
of the conference. Initial discussions included a

comparison of Japan and America's education



systems from the elementary to college level and
particularly a comparison of foreign language
education and school admissions process.
Delegates then individually led discussions
on various topics including: globalization and
education, education reform in Japan and the
U.S., One Child Left Behind, gender inequality in
education, and education conditions for Nikkei
Brazilian immigrants and Korean immigrants in
Japan. A summary of the roundtable's findings
and activities can be found below.

American Education System

Currently in the United States and in Japan,
education systems are in need of reform. In
the United States, education administration is
decentralized, 90 percent of funding lies with
state and local governments. As a result, the
quality of education you receive varies based on
where you live and how much you earn. Moreover,
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 penalizes
schools with low math and reading scores. The
effects of this law are twofold: first, states lower
their standards for academic achievement, and
second, programs are cut in order to prioritize
math and reading. Gifted and talented programs,
foreign language classes, art, history, and science
education are often underfunded or cut entirely
as a result. The once multi-faceted American
education system has slowly been whittled down
to cover only the most basic of subjects.

Japanese Education System

Education administration was centralized
in pre-War Japan; however, the American
occupation insisted on the decentralization of
educational control. The Japanese subsequently
recentralized the system under the Ministry of
Education, thereby creating a far more uniform
system than that of the United States. The
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challenges faced in Japan are also more consistent
due to a standardized curriculum and entrance
exams. The result of the intensive preparation
required for these exams is a general lack of
interest in non-test related subjects. Certain
skills such as spoken English are often ignored
entirely. Moreover, there are few opportunities
for Japanese students to express their own
opinions in classroom discussions; this may lead
to an overall lack of creativity among students.
Japanese students also have limited exposure to
foreign cultures due to Japan's own homogeneous
nature. In fact, non-Japanese citizens are not even
required to attend school.

Roundtable Activity

Over the course of the month, through
research, discussion, and a visit to the Ministry
of Education, the roundtable came to a greater
understanding of the broad topic of global
education. The issue of how global perspectives
are represented in the classroom became a
focal point of RT discussion. The concepts of
mindset and skillset and how these two concepts
contribute to an individual's global perspective
became an enduring roundtable theme. In
Nagano, the roundtable had the opportunity to
meet with 6 high students and challenge them to
consider global perspectives while employing their
mindset and skillset. For the American delegates
it was the first time to have the opportunity to
interact with Japanese high school students and
to hear student's opinions about Japan's current
education system. The student's insight was
invaluable and the discussion in Nagano ended
up being the focus of the roundtable's final forum
presentation and the concepts of mindset and
skillset became a main theme of the education
roundtable.
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What I found most interesting about RT is
this. Our topic was Modernized Technology and
Health. This meant to me and to most of us I
believe that we would be discussing how certain
technologies have impacted society's health. In

IHEE HR4E

all our discussions about terminal care, organ
transplantation, suicide, fast food media etc., we
always arrived at a discussion of ethics. Indeed,
one of the big themes of final forum was that
what you can do technically and what you can do
ethically are not the same. In a world where we
like to say that there are no moral absolutes, that
each person has different moral beliefs and thus
we cannot agree on what is morally right and
wrong, I found this very interesting.

Why? Because all of us would agree that
websites encouraging "efficient" ways to commit
suicide are not only damaging to society's health,
but they are ethically wrong. All of us would agree
that marketing a drug which you know causes
heart problems is unhealthy and ethically wrong.
We all came to the agreement that much of the
problems in health in today's society stems from
the family itself. Parents either neglect to teach
their kids about proper health, or they indulge
them too much, leading to rising levels of obesity
and general unhealthy lifestyles in children. If
we are arguing that parents ought to teach these
things, is this not an ethical responsibility?

Thus, in our topics, I found it very interesting
that the discussion always centered on "We
should not do X," or "X is unhealthy," which
meant in most cases that we were arguing these
statements on ethical grounds. Thus, the depth
of our topics went beyond just health. We were
arguing on moral/ethical grounds as well.
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In our first meeting, we learned about just how
diverse environmental sustainability was we
each had different definitions and goals for our
topic. However, we all learned that despite our
differences in perspective, we could all agree on
some universalities. We defined environmental
sustainability as a self-sustaining conservation
of environmental resources for the benefit of
future generations. We all decided that all of our
solutions to environmental problems, such as
Corporate Social Responsibility, Environmental
Education, Electric Cars, Environmental
Infrastructure, and other presented ideals,
required two basic forces: awareness and
technology. As one delegate diagramed early in to
the conference, awareness signifies the cultural
change that society needs to initiate changes in
its decision making process. Many day to day
consumption and production decisions are based
on costs. Each producer and consumer looks
to receive the best financial gain- the cheapest
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product for your quality for consumers, and
the highest cost for your supply, as a producer.
Society is a stake holder in this model, since both
government, business, and the general public
are informed by the influence of money. The
environmental roundtable agreed that awareness
is crucial for changing society so that money is
utilized in a way that encourages environmental
consideration instead of environmental
degradation. Awareness can restructure culture
so that it is more affected by the environmental
problems in the world, for one cannot be truly
concerned about an issue that they know nothing
about.

As, we discovered that the biggest issue facing
all of the topics our research discussed was
the lack of awareness, we devoted our time to
finding ways to fix this problem and encourage
sustainable development.(Mariama Holman)
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